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Weekly Teaching Arrangements

• Mrs Morris – teaches every Monday and Tuesday and 
alternate Wednesday afternoons.

• Mrs Simms – teaches every Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday.

• Mrs Kakwani supports within Year 4 Monday-Thursday 
mornings.

Please be assured that we communicate daily with each other 
to ensure consistency for the children. 



English
We will cover a range of genres this year, including persuasive 
writing, biographies, poetry and narrative writing.

Each ‘block’ of work typically lasts three to four weeks and will 
focus on:

• Reading comprehension

• Vocabulary

• Spellings, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG)

• Independent/extended writing

• Handwriting – big push to join letters fluently

• Speaking and listening



Maths
We follow the White Rose Scheme which you will 

have become familiar with through Home Learning 
tasks.  It is based on Maths Mastery principles.

Each week we focus on the following strands:

* Fluency (the acquisition/proficiency of a skill)

* Reasoning

* Problem solving



What is mastery?
• Mastering maths means pupils acquiring a deep, long-

term, secure and adaptable understanding of the 
subject.

• The phrase ‘teaching for mastery’ describes the 
elements of classroom practice and school 
organisation that combine to give pupils the best 
chances of mastering maths.

• Achieving mastery means acquiring a solid enough 
understanding of the maths that’s been taught to 
enable pupils to move on to more advanced material.



Origins of mastery
• Until recently, teaching children to ‘follow a process’ had been 

at the core of Maths education. Explaining how or why 
something happened became merely an afterthought..

• As long as a child got the answer correct, their comprehension 
of the method was less important.

• However, by not teaching children conceptually, we left them 
incapable of making the necessary links required to problem 
solve. More importantly, it denied children the opportunity to 
truly enjoy and engage with mathematics – as it became merely 
a memory test for many of them.

• With the 2014 new curriculum, this began to change. 
Increasingly children are required to reason, problem solve, and 
discuss methods. 



• True or False

• Prove it

• Open ended questions

• If this is the answer, what is the question?

• Find all of the solutions

• Spot the mistake

What might mastery look like?



According to the National Curriculum, children should be able to 
recall multiplication and division facts to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 

4. 

The Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) is a key stage 2 assessment 
to be taken by pupils at the end of year 4 (in June). The MTC’s 

purpose is to ensure the times tables knowledge is at the expected 
level. In the 2022/2023 academic year, the multiplication tables 

check (MTC) is statutory for primary schools.

The Multiplication Times Tables Check is an online test where the 
pupils are asked 25 questions on times tables 2 to 12. For every 

question, you have 6 seconds to answer, and in between the 
questions, there is a 3-second rest. Questions about the 6, 7, 8, 9, 

and 12 times table come up more often. The questions are 
generated randomly based on the rules of the MTC.

The Multiplication Tables Check



Multiplication and Division Facts

Children will sit the Government’s Multiplication Tables Check 
between 3rd and 14th June. 

• Regular practise, in school and outside of school.
• Focus table for homework every week. 
• Youtube has some fantastic pop songs that have 

been made into times tables. 
• Purple Mash (the site used for online homework) 

have a fantastic resource that uses the same system 
as the MTC.



Science

Main topics:

• Animals including humans

• Living things and their habitats

• States of Matter

• Electricity

• Sound

• Scientist study



R.E

We follow the ‘Come and See’ R.E. curriculum in line with Hexham 
and Newcastle diocese.

This programme supports children in their preparation for the 
Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion and will be 
taught alongside the catechist sessions

Each term we cover three units of work, and we additionally study 
two units learning about other faiths - in Year 4 we study Islam 
and Judaism.

We also have daily prayers, prayer journals and class worship.



First Holy Communion

Year 4 is Sacramental Preparation year. 

In previous years this has involved the parish 
and school working together. 

However, the Diocese as a whole are keen for 
this to be emphasised as a parish programme of 
preparation, rather than a school programme 
of ‘study’. 



Relationship and Health Education

We follow the diocesan recommended programme for 
RHE , which is called ‘Life to the Full’. It id produced by a 
company called Ten: Ten, whose resources we use for 
our daily classroom prayer. 

This scheme of work covers the both the PSHE and RHE 
National Curriculum objectives, delivering key messages 
about themes such staying healthy, positive relationships 
and online safety in an age appropriate way and in line 
with the teachings of the Catholic church.





Controversial or sensitive issues 
We would like to reassure parents that we are aware of the sensitive 

issues and questions that may arise as part of the teaching of this 
subject. 

Our RHE policy dictates that staff would deal with these issues in a 
sensitive and age appropriate manner, in line with the teachings of the 

Church. 

Parents would be informed of any questions posed or follow up 
conversations they may need to have with children at home and (where 

appropriate) any safeguarding issues that may arise in light of lessons 
taught.

For more information regarding Relationship and Health Education, 
please visit the RHE section on the Curriculum Tab of our website.



Foundation subjects
• Computing – taught weekly but also integrated into the curriculum.

• French – Madame Hewson will deliver a weekly lesson.

• P.E – Gymnastics, Tennis, Rugby, Dance, Athletics – Please note:

P.E. sessions may change day each half term 

SWIMMING- takes place over a two week block in May (13th-25th) Children will 
attend lessons at Gosforth Pool.

Currently, the children come to school in PE kit on Wednesday and Thursday

Geography -Taught half termly. Focus on Europe, Rivers and Mountains, 
Resources and Trade

• History – Taught half termly. Romans in Britain, Local study-Roman Wall, 
Ancient Greece

• Music – Recorders, Ukuleles 

• Art – Taught half termly. Drawing skills, Painting and Mixed Media, Sculpture

• DT – Taught half termly. Cooking and Nutrition, Textiles, Electrical systems



Challenge
• No ‘ability groupings’

• All children are given equal opportunity to access 
the disciplinary knowledge from each lesson. 

• Children are assessed in each lesson.

• Challenge and support resources are always 
available for all children. 

• Resilience and self drive are key values in our class 
room. 



Most children learn from actively engaging therefore:

• Children will be allowed the opportunity to improve/amend/correct their 
work in   a different colour pen (purple) so the improvement is clearly 
visible.

• A ‘Think pink’ strategy will be introduced whereby the teacher will either 
highlight an error in pink which needs to be corrected, or a pink mark will 
be made in the margin so the child has to find and then amend the 
mistake themselves.

• Teachers may pose questions at the end of a completed piece of work 
which may probe understanding further, seek clarification or to ask the 
child to develop/improve their work.

Lesson objectives will be highlighted green to show whether these have been 
achieved, or yellow if they have only been partially met.

Marking and Feedback



Homework
•Spellings – 10 words given each Monday – test on a Friday

•Focus tables to practise-test on a Friday

•Times Table Rockstar (minimum of 3 visits per week)

•Reading Books (sent home on a Thursday, to be returned the 
following Monday)

•English and Maths homework will be set on a Monday to be 
returned the following Monday.

•Homework will be alternated between one online activity and one 
paper activity. Eg one week English will be online and maths as a 
paper copy, the following week-the opposite.

Homework has been sent out this week.



Oxford Owl

• School still have a subscription to the Oxford 
Owl site. This is online library of Oxford 
Reading Tree schemed books to support your 
child’s reading development. Some books also 
have follow up activities which will further 
enhance and consolidate reading skills.

• Passwords for the Oxford Owl site are 
available on the Home Learning Tab of our 
website.



Residential Trip : Hawkhirst

The Y4 residential visit for outdoor and 
adventurous activities has been booked for

Wednesday 5th to Friday 7th June.

More information and details around this 
trip will be given at the meeting taking place 
on 15th November.



Additional curriculum information

The following information can be found on the school website, under 
‘School Information’ 

•Age related expectations (ARE) for subjects

•Click on ‘curriculum’ for Topic maps for each term –all subjects:

Core – English, Maths, R.E.

Foundation – all other subjects

•The BLOG section on the website will give you a snapshot of photos 
and work which the children have done each week in school – just 
scroll down to Year 5.

•Check out TWITTER for weekly tweets!



Questions?


