
Year 1
2023-24



Year 1 Team
Mrs Summersby is supported by 

Miss Sheperia

Mrs Wynne will teach the 
children on a Thursday morning. 



Transition Rec-Year 1
We aim to make transition from Reception to Year 

1 as smooth as possible.
Children will still learn through play , exploration 

and experience. 
ALL LINKED/WORKING TOWARDS TO 
NATIONAL CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES

This helps children to develop socially as well as 
academically.

More formal learning does take place and 
increases as we progress through the year.



Curriculum
The Year 1 curriculum is, where possible, practical, interactive and 

fun. 
There are many opportunities for speaking and listening and 

creativity.
An overview of learning for the year can be found on website.



Curriculum
• RE
• Maths
• English
• Science
• Computing
• PSHE/RHE

• Art
• D&T
• Music
• History
• Geography



Relationship and Health Education
We aim to provide a fully comprehensive curriculum which equips 
children with essential knowledge and understanding to enable 

them to build healthy and positive relationships with themselves, 
others and God. 

Our children are growing up in an ever changing world and may 
be influenced and affected by many different factors such as the 

online world and social media. Our programme covers a variety of 
topics including mental health and dealing with difficult emotions, 
respecting our bodies, puberty and changes, positive body image 

and making healthy choices.

By following of the Ten:Ten ‘Life to the Full’ programme, we 
are giving our children the age appropriate information they 
need to help them to grow in confidence, faith and love and 

build healthy relationships with those around them. 



Controversial or sensitive issues 
We would like to reassure parents that we are aware of the 
sensitive issues and questions that may arise as part of the 

teaching of this subject. 

Our RHE policy dictates that staff would deal with these issues in 
a sensitive and age appropriate manner, in line with the 

teachings of the Church. 

Parents would be informed of any questions posed or follow up 
conversations they may need to have with children at home and 
(where appropriate) any safeguarding issues that may arise in 

light of lessons taught.
For more information regarding Relationship and Health Education, 

please follow the link HERE which will take you to the relevant 
section of our school website.

https://st-oswalds.eschools.co.uk/web/relationship_and_health_education/550664


Assessment and Feedback
Assessment 

criteria taken 
from the 
National 

Curriculum and 
age related 

objectives are on 
the website.



Assessment and feedback
Children are assessed on a daily basis 

(formative assessment)
Formal assessment at the end of each term.

Children will be assessed to be either ‘Working 
towards, Working at or Working above’ Age 

Related Expectations for Year 1. 
Parents are informed of attainment and 
progress with two parent consultations 

(October and April) and two reports (December 
and July.)



Most children learn from actively engaging therefore:

Children will be allowed the opportunity to 
improve/amend/correct their work purple. 

A ‘Think pink’ strategy is introduced whereby the teacher will 
highlight an error in pink which needs to be corrected.

A question or challenge may be posed at the end of a completed 
piece of work which may probe understanding further, seek 

clarification or to ask the child to develop/improve their work.

Lesson objectives will be highlighted green to show whether they 
have been achieved or yellow if they have only been partially 

met.

Marking and Feedback



Prayer and Worship
Prayer and worship is at the heart of everything we 

do as a school.
We take part in daily prayers in class and share the 

daily focus Ten Ten resources.
On Mondays, we have whole school worship and on 

Tuesdays, we have Key Stage worship. In class, 
children will start to take part and lead class 

worship. 
Class Liturgies will also take place throughout the 

school year. 



Reading
Reading folders containing your child’s scheme books will 

be sent home every Friday. 

Reading folders will be collected in each morning and 
will stay in school on a Thursday. New books will be 
sent home again on Friday, linked to any new sounds 

taught that week during phonics. 

On Wednesday, your child will choose a book from the 
school library and this will be their reading for pleasure 

book. This can be returned the following week.



Home Reading
Children will take home 3 books a week.
We will be putting on our reading CAPs!

• Consolidate Book-1 completely phonetically decodable book. 
Apply Book- 1 book designed to ensure the child is applying 

known sounds.
• Pleasure Book-1 book chosen by your child from our class/school 

library for them to enjoy at home. This can be read by them or a 
parent. 

Books are intended to be read several times by the children 
as this will help develop fluency and comprehension. 

C A Ponsolidate pply leasure



Reading
In Year 1, children read either individually or in a 
small group with an adult at least once a week. 

Staff will comment in reading diaries.  

Additional 1:1 reading sessions may happen 
throughout the week.

Please could parents comment in reading diaries to 
show that books have been read. 

Please ensure reading folders come into school 
every day.



Reading Comprehension
Reading Blast: VIPERS

There are 6 domains 
which focus on the 

comprehension aspect 
of reading and not the 
mechanics: decoding, 
fluency or expression. 
VIPERS is a method of 
ensuring that teachers 
ask, and children are 
familiar with, a range 

of questions.



Phonics
Continuation from Reception Class and 

the children will take part in daily phonic 
sessions, using Essential Letters and 

Sounds (ELS)
There will be additional group/individual 
support where needed with Miss Sheperia
Phonics Screening Check will take 
place week commencing 10th June 

2024.
(No holidays to be taken in this time please!)



Maths Blast

There will be a Maths Blast 3 x a week, 
where children will recap on Mathematical 

concepts previously covered. 

This could be last year, last month, last 
week or the previous day. 



Homework 
Homework will be set on a Monday and is due in the 

following Monday. 
Week 1: Online, using a site called purple mash. 

Week 2: Paper based and in your child’s homework 
folder. 

(The log on for purple mash is stuck in your child’s 
reading diary.)

At times there may be additional tasks based around the work we
have been completing in class.



Homework 

Closer to Christmas, children will bring home some 
spelling homework. This will be based around the 
sounds we have been covering or consolidating in 

our Phonics sessions. 

This will not be a traditional list to learn but will be 
based around finding words which contain the sound 
we are focusing on for that week. Each week we will 
then do a spelling quiz of words which contain the 

focus sound.



Pip and Pop the Pandas!
This is used to encourage and develop speaking 

and listening within the classroom. 

Each Friday, we will choose 2 children to bring 
home Pip or Pop for the week. The panda can 
join in anything your child does and then they 
can use a page in the ‘journal’ to draw or print 
a picture and write a sentence about something 

they did. 

They can bring Pip or Pop back the following 
Friday and will share with the class what they got 

up to! 



Behaviour management
We have a class system of green and 
gold cards. Children can chose a prize 
from the ‘Golden Box’ when they get a 

gold card. 
(Children can also get a warning card or 

red card if they do not follow the 
class/school expectations after several 

reminders.)
Children are also in house groups and 

can earn house points. 



PE  
PE for this term will be on Mondays with 
an external provider and Thursday with 

Mrs Wynne. 
Children should come to school in their 

P.E kit on their allocated days, with 
suitable clothing for all types of weather.

Can earrings please be removed for 
PE sessions? 



Break and Snack Time
Morning break is at 10.15-10.30 and then 

children will have their morning snack. 
In Key Stage 1, a snack is provided for the 
children and this will be a piece of fruit or a 
vegetable. Children do not need to bring a 
snack to school, however if you do wish to 
send your own, please ensure this is a piece 

of fruit or vegetable or a similar healthy 
snack. 



Break and snack time
Children will go for their lunch break at 

12.00. 

Afternoon break is at 2.00-2.15pm.



Trips out
Where possible, we will take part in 
trips throughout the school year. We 
will need parent volunteers for the 

majority of these.

We will also have visitors who come to 
school to work with the class.



Daily Equipment
• Water Bottle
• Reading Folder

• Homework Folder (Paper weeks –
can be handed in whenever 

finished)
Please try to avoid bags or use a 
small one - we are very limited 

on space in the cloakroom! 



Further information
There will be regular updates on the school 
website and the class blog will be updated 

weekly. 

X – formally Twitter will also regularly be 
updated under the handle @StOswaldsRCgos

If you need to contact me regarding your child, 
please get in touch via the school office or on 

the class email: 
year1@stoswaldsnewcastle.co.uk

mailto:year1@stoswaldsnewcastle.co.uk

