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Welcome to Year 6.

Year 6 is a busy final year to your child’s St Oswald’s 
experience.  As always, expectations are high and your 
children are encouraged to set the example for children in 
other year groups to follow.

Many children associate Year 6 with SATs.  Please let me 
reassure you that this is only the smallest of parts of Year 
6 and I hope that they will enjoy the range of opportunities 
that are on offer in their final year.



Daily routine

On arrival each morning, the children complete their ‘Daily 
Maths Blast’ questions. These questions are designed to 
revise and reinforce concepts from yesterday, last week, last 
term, last year etc.

Children may also have multiplication questions to answer 
too.

These sessions are in addition to the daily Maths lesson.

Children will also have a English - based task to complete.  
This may be based on the weekly spellings, writing, reading 
or grammar.



English

We will cover a range of genres this year, including persuasive writing, 
biographies, poetry and narrative writing.

Each ‘block’ of work typically lasts three to four weeks and will focus on:

• Reading comprehension

• Vocabulary

• Spellings, Punctuation and Grammar ( SPaG )

• Independent/extended writing

• Handwriting – big push to join letters fluently

• Speaking and listening



Handwriting
We have recently introduced a new handwriting scheme throughout the school. 

Children have begun their Letterjoin lessons and we are keen to encourage the highest possible 
standard of presentation, embedding correct formation and fluency from the Early Years 
upwards. 

Alongside their handwriting lessons in school, children are able to access the programme at 
home by downloading the Letterjoin app for their tablet or by visiting letterjoin.co.uk

Children will be encouraged to use the programme at home as part of their homework, playing 
some of the interactive games or practising their spelling lists for the week.

Home log in details

Username- kh12529

password- ’home’ or if using a tablet an L swipe



Mathematics

We follow the White Rose Scheme which you will have become 
familiar with through Home Learning tasks.  It is based on Maths 
Mastery principles.

Each week we focus on the following strands:

* Fluency (the acquisition/proficiency of a skill)

* Reasoning

* Problem solving



Mathematics

Computation methods will continue to develop throughout this year 
including the concept of long division.  Formal methods of calculation are 
used and children are encouraged to show their working out.

We strongly encourage children to keep up with their revision of table 
facts to support the work they will have to complete.

Children are continually challenged using a range of questions including: 

True or False

Prove it

Open ended questions

If this is the answer, what is the question?

Find all of the solutions

Spot the mistake



Science

Taught weekly and includes opportunities for practical work.

Topics covered include light, electricity, animals including humans, 
evolution and inheritance and living things and their habitats.

PSHE weekly and to help transition

Y6 curriculum maps per term on website and ARE (age related 
expectations)



Relationship and Health Education

We aim to provide a fully comprehensive curriculum which equips children with 
essential knowledge and understanding to enable them to build healthy and positive 

relationships with themselves, others and God. 

Our children are growing up in an ever - changing world and may be influenced and 
affected by many different factors such as the online world and social media. Our 

programme covers a variety of topics including mental health and dealing with difficult 
emotions, respecting our bodies, puberty and changes, positive body image and making 

healthy choices.

By following the Ten:Ten ‘Life to the Full’ programme, we are giving our children the 
age- appropriate information they need to help them to grow in confidence, faith and love 

and build healthy relationships with those around them. 



Controversial or sensitive issues 

We would like to reassure parents that we are aware of the sensitive issues and questions 
that may arise as part of the teaching of this subject. 

Our RHE policy dictates that staff would deal with these issues in a sensitive and age 
appropriate manner, in line with the teachings of the Church. 

Parents would be informed of any questions posed or follow up conversations they may 
need to have with children at home and (where appropriate) any safeguarding issues that 

may arise in light of lessons taught.

For more information regarding R elationship and Health Education, please follow the link 
HERE  which will take you to the relevant section of our school website.

https://st-oswalds.eschools.co.uk/website/relationship_and_health_education/550664/cHJldmlld3x8MjAyMS0wOS0xNCAxMzo1ODoyMA==


Foundation subjects

• Computing  – taught weekly but also integrated into the curriculum.

• French – Madame Hewson will deliver a weekly lesson.

• P.E – Hockey, netball, dance, athletics, gymnastics, fundamental skills  
– Please note:     P.E. sessions may change day each half term 

Currently, the children come to school in PE kit on Monday and Friday

Geography   -  eco- systems, hazardous world, field study/map skills

• History  – crime and punishment, conflict through time, WW2

• Music  – instrument tuition, notation, listening skills, composition.

• Art  – artist studies, architecture and photography

• DT  – electrical systems, textiles and mechanisms



The Zones of Regulation helps children to manage difficult emotions, known as ‘self -
regulation’.

Self - regulation is best described as the best state of alertness for a situation.

The Zones of Regulation aims to teach children strategies to help them cope with these 
feelings so they can get back to feeling calm and ready to learn. These coping strategies 

are called ‘self - regulation’.

At St Oswald’s, we are use the Zones of Regulation throughout the whole school. We want 
to teach all of our children good coping and regulation strategies so they can help 

themselves when they experience anxiety and stress. We want children at St Oswald’s to 
grow into successful adults. Teaching the children at a young age about managing their 

feelings will support them in later life so that they don’t turn to negative coping 
strategies which affect their mental and physical wellbeing.

If you would like to find out more information about how we use the Zones of Regulation 
in school, you can HERE

https://www.stoswaldsnewcastle.co.uk/web/zones_of_regulation/685827


Homework

• Spellings – up to 10 words per week – test on a Friday

• Times Table Rockstar (3 visits per week)

• Reading Books (sent home on a Thursday, to be returned the 
following Monday)

• Maths and English – one paper- based and one set via 
PurpleMash

• Homework tasks should be manageable for your child.  They will 
normally revise concepts taught during class.  If your child is 
finding the work too easy or difficult please let me know and I will 
address this.

• Homework is set on a Monday to be handed in by the following 
Monday.



Statutory tests at the end of Key Stage 2.

Week beginning Monday 11 th May 2026
The children will be awarded a score to show their attainment.
The expected score for Year 6 pupils is 100.

Although they might seem a bit scary to begin with, children will be well prepared 
for these and my aim is that they are calm and relaxed during this week.
Support for children will be offered throughout Year 6.  If you feel that your child 
may become anxious, please discuss this with me as plans can be put into place to 
help your child. 



Spelling, grammar and punctuation on Monday.
• 45mins

• Short answer questions including tick boxes and multiple choice 
answers.

• Not just covering Y6 curriculum but looking at learning from 
whole of KS2.





• 46 – 48 questions covering a wide range of terminology - based 
vocabulary.

• Marked out of 50 and then combined with the mark for the separate 
spelling test (20) to give a total possible raw score of 70 marks.

• Children can ask for questions to be read to them but can’t be told what 
things mean or what the answers are.

• The spelling test has been given an approximate time (20mins).

• Children will be given 20 different spellings.

• The word is introduced, it is spoken within a sentence and then the 
word is repeated again.  

• Children are given time to write down their answers before moving on.  
All 20 sentences are then read again at the end so they can check back 
through their work.



Reading on Tuesday.

• 3 texts

• 1 hour to complete

• Children urged to tackle one text at a time – not the whole booklet

• We encourage the children to circle or underline key information in 
the text as they read to help the to spot information quickly to 
answer questions.

• We also encourage children to look at some of the questions first 
so that they know the type of information they need to find.























Arithmetic on Wednesday.

• 30mins

• 36 – 38 questions

• Out of 40 marks

• + - x ÷

• Fractions

• Decimals

• Percentages 











Reasoning on Wednesday and Thursday.

• 40 mins

• 35 marks x 2 (2 papers)

• Normally between 20 and 26 questions

• Word- based problems

• Range of different topics from KS2

• Children can ask to have a question read to them.















Summary

• Grammar score 70 marks = grammar and punctuation 50 + spellings 20

• Reading score 50 marks

• Maths score 110 marks = arithmetic 40 + reasoning 35 + reasoning 35



What happens next?

• After SAT’s the papers have been completed they are sent away to 
be marked – they are not marked by me.

• Results will not be returned to schools until July.  Once they are 
returned, the results are checked and will be sent to parents as 
soon as possible (children will not be told of their results by staff).



Understanding the results.

• Raw score = literally how many marks they get on the test e.g. 34/50

• Scaled score = using the raw score, the government use a formula to 
decide on a score between 80 and 120.

80 - 99      not meeting end of KS2 expectations (NS)

100 -  120       the expected standard for end of KS2  (AS)



Understanding the results

• Writing is continually assessed throughout the year.

• WTS – working towards the expected standard

• EXS – working at the expected standard

• GDS – working at greater depth within the expected standard.



In the lead up to SAT’s

• Morning sessions.

• 8am – 8.20am

• Not compulsory

• Maths, grammar and reading focuses.

• Timetable will be provided nearer the time so children can decide 
which (if any) sessions they would like to attend.



SAT’s breakfast

• 8am in dining room

• Not compulsory

• Monday – Thursday of SAT’s week only.

• Just for Y6 to try to settle people before the day starts.

• Optional after break biscuit – keep the energy up and minds 
focused.



Secondary school

• I talk to all schools they children will be moving on to.

• I will discuss each child as an individual including academic and 
social aspects.

• Please ensure that when selecting places for secondary schools 
that you have selected more than one option.

• When asked to provide a baptism certificate, please check for 
confirmation the school has received a copy.  If you have had no 
confirmation, double- check with that school directly.



Reminders

• All the equipment that your child will need throughout the school 
day will be provided by school.

• Water bottles are allowed to be brought in from home for your child.

• Any additional dates or information will be sent either via letter or 
through the school texting system.  Please make sure if you have 
recently changed your mobile that we have your current number.

• If you have any questions or need to contact me please inform the 
office and I will get back to you as quickly as possible or email our 
class email address year6@stoswaldsnewcastle.co.uk 

mailto:year6@stoswaldsnewcastle.co.uk


Residential 
The Y6 residential visit for outdoor and adventurous activities has 
been booked for

Wednesday 24 th to Friday 26 th June 2026.

More information and details of the activities will follow.
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