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Welcome to Year 5!

Your children have all made a fantastic start to the school year and 
have already achieved so much! 

As your children move up through Key Stage 2, my expectations and 
the routines continue to be very much the same as in Year 4.

Throughout their time in Year 5, I hope the children continue to 
develop their ability to show resilience, independence and confidence 

in not only their academics but in embracing what makes them 
unique!

As well as this, we will develop the children’s ability to work with 
initiative and to show more maturity in preparation for moving 

through Upper Key Stage 2.



• Miss Rushton is in all day, Monday to Friday with 
Wednesday afternoons as PPA times

• Mrs Marshall and Mrs Donkin support within Year 5 
every morning

• Mrs McLeod supports in Year 5 in the afternoons, except 
Friday.

Weekly Teaching Arrangements



We will cover a range of genres this year, including persuasive 
writing, biographies, poetry and narrative writing.

Each ‘block’ of work typically lasts three to four weeks and will 
focus on:
• Reading comprehension
• Vocabulary
• Spellings, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG)
• Independent/extended writing
• Handwriting – big push to join letters fluently
• Speaking and listening

English



We follow the White Rose Scheme which you will 
have become familiar with through Home Learning 
tasks.  It is based on Maths Mastery principles.

Each week we focus on the following strands:
* Fluency (the acquisition/proficiency of a skill)
* Reasoning
* Problem solving

Maths



• True or False

• Prove it

• Open ended questions

• If this is the answer, what is the question?

• Find all of the solutions

• Spot the mistake

What might mastery look like?



Main topics:
• Properties and changes of materials. 
• Forces
• Earth, Sun & Moon.
• Living things and their habitats
• Animals including humans

Science



We follow the ‘Come and See’ R.E. curriculum in line with 
Hexham and Newcastle diocese.

Each term we cover three units of work, and we 
additionally study two units learning about other faiths -
in Year 5 we study Islam and Judaism.

The Autumn term units are Ourselves, Life Choices, Hope 
and Islam.
We also have daily prayers, prayer journals and class 
worship.

R.E



Prayer and Worship 

Prayer and worship is at the heart of 
everything we do as a school. We will 

continue to take part in daily prayers in class, 
share the daily focus Ten Ten resources and 
the weekly assembly will be shared in Key 

Stage 2. 

We will also be leading class liturgies and 
welcome grown up’s into school to worship 

with us. Our first class liturgy will take place 
on Friday 20th October. 





Controversial or sensitive issues 
We would like to reassure parents that we are aware of the sensitive 
issues and questions that may arise as part of the teaching of this 

subject. 

Our RHE policy dictates that staff would deal with these issues in a 
sensitive and age appropriate manner, in line with the teachings of the 

Church. 

Parents would be informed of any questions posed or follow up 
conversations they may need to have with children at home and (where 
appropriate) any safeguarding issues that may arise in light of lessons 

taught.

For more information regarding Relationship and Health Education, 
please visit the RHE section on the Curriculum Tab of our website.



Computing – taught weekly but also integrated into the curriculum.
• French – Madame Hewson will deliver a weekly lesson.
• P.E – Hockey, football, dance, athletics – Please note:

P.E. sessions may change day each half term 
Currently, the children come to school in PE kit on Thursday and Friday
Geography -Taught half termly. Climates, Energy, Coasts
• History – Taught half termly. Early Islamic Civilisation, Anglo 

Saxons and Scots, Vikings
• Music – Recorders, Ukuleles, 
• Art – Taught half termly. Drawing skills, A Sense of Place 

(landscapes), Study of an Artist  –Leonardo Da Vinci
• DT – Taught half termly. Clay vases, Bridges and Food project

Foundation subjects



• No ‘ability groupings’
• All children are given equal opportunity to 

access the disciplinary knowledge from 
each lesson. 

• Children are assessed in each lesson.
• Challenge and support resources are always 

available for all children. 
• Resilience and self drive are key values in 

our class room. 



Most children learn from actively engaging therefore:

• Children will be allowed the opportunity to improve/amend/correct 
their work in   a different colour pen (purple) so the improvement is 
clearly visible.

• A ‘Think pink’ strategy will be introduced whereby the teacher will 
either highlight an error in pink which needs to be corrected, or a 
pink mark will be made in the margin so the child has to find and then 
amend the mistake themselves.

• Teachers may pose questions at the end of a completed piece of work 
which may probe understanding further, seek clarification or to ask the 
child to develop/improve their work.

Lesson objectives will be highlighted green to show whether these have 
been achieved, or yellow if they have only been partially met.

Marking and Feedback



• Spellings – 10 words given each Monday – test on a 
Friday

•Times Table Rockstar (minimum of 3 visits per week)
•Reading Books (sent home on a Thursday, to be 
returned the following Monday)

•English and Maths homework will be set on a Monday 
to be returned the following Monday.
•Homework will be alternated between one online 
activity and one paper activity. Eg one week English will 
be online and maths as a paper copy, the following 
week-the opposite.

Homework



We cannot stress enough the importance of having a 
rapid recall of table facts. 

According to the National Curriculum, children should 
be able to recall multiplication and division facts to 12 x 

12 by the end of Year 4. 
This is crucial for their success in so many areas of 

Maths.
We would greatly appreciate any support that you can 

give your child in this area.

YouTube has some fantastic times tables to pop songs.

Multiplication and Division Facts



The Y5 residential visit for outdoor and 
adventurous activities has been booked for
Monday 17th June-Wednesday 19th June 

2024.

More information and details of the 
activities will be given nearer the time.

Residential Trip : 
Keswick



The following information can be found on the school website, under 
‘School Information’ 
•Age related expectations (ARE) for subjects
•Click on ‘curriculum’ for Topic maps for each term –all subjects:

Core – English, Maths, R.E.
Foundation – all other subjects

•The BLOG section on the website will give you a snapshot of photos 
and work which the children have done each week in school – just scroll 
down to Year 5.
•Check out TWITTER for weekly tweets!

Additional curriculum 
information



Questions?
If you have any further questions regarding 
anything in this presentation, or any other 

business, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Please remember you can always contact me 

on our class email:
year5@stoswaldsnewcastle.co.uk 

I hope your children have a fantastic year!

Miss Rushton 
x


